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Reunion:

prior 1o being freed earlier this week.

Welcome Home:

Tea Ches for F

Air Force Lt. Col. Alan A. Brunstrom was embraced Wednesday by
his wife, Helen, and their danghter upon his arrival at Travis Air
Force Base. Brunstrom was a prisoner of war for nearly seven years

(UPI Telephoto)

NG Capsules

Big Marijuana Bust

LOS ANGELES (UPI) — The largest shipment
of marijuana seized in U.S. history — an estimated
eight tons — was found Wednesday when federal
agents raided a Mexican freighter in Los Angeles
Harbor,

U.S. Customs Special Agent Mel Johngon said
the captain of the 150-feof Don Miguel had been
“detained” along with 13 crewmen and five men
from an oceangoing tug that accompanied the
ship 10 Los Angeles.

Johnson said the manifest lisied 384 crates of
coffee but a sampling of the cargo indicated they
contained marijuana.

Casino Price Cuts

WASHINGTON (UPl) — Six Nevada hotels and
casinos operated by Howard Hughes properties
have agreed to roll back prices for failure to
obey ruleés of the Federal Economic Stabilization
Program, the Cost of Living Council reported.

The Hughes organization, headquartered in Hous-
ton, said price reductions will be made iinmediately
and customer refunds in the form of lower prices
will be made on or before April 15 at the Silver
Slipper, Landmark Hotel, Desert Inn, Castaways
Casino and Paradise Valley Country Club in Las
Vegas and Harolds Club in Reno.

The announcement followed investigations by
the Internal Revenue Service, the enforcement arm
of the government wage-price control program.

Departs for Peking

HONG KONG (UPI) — Presidential adviser
Henry A. Kissinger left Hong Kong for Peking
this morning for three days of consultations with
Chinese Jeaders.

Kissinger’s plane lett at 10:15 a.m. (6:15 p.m.
PST Wednesday) after two days’ rest and relax-
ation in the colony.

It was announced earlier that the White House
aide would ge to Japan next Monday before return-
mg to the United States.
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Bugner Goes Distance,

Loses Decision to Ali
See Sports, Page 13

Proposed Cuf in Veferans’
Disability Aid Scrapped

WASHINGTON {(UPI) — On
orders from the White House,
the Veterans Administration
Wednesday withdrew a
proposed multimillion-dollar cut
in disability compensation for
Vietnam veterans that had
drawn strong protests in
Congress and veterans’ groups.

VA Administrator Donald E.
Johnson said he was recalling
drafts of proposed cutback in
benefits, issued Feb. 6, on
instructions from the White
House that they be given
“further intensive study.”

Rep. W. Jenmngs Bryan
Dorn, D-5.C., chairman of the
flouse Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee, had introduced legisla-
tion to block the cutbacks. He
said he will now introduce a bill
that would freeze disability
payments at their present level.

Most disabled World War 1I
and Korean war veterans would
not have been affected by the
cuthacks, because present law
forbids any reduction in bene-
fits received for 20 vears.

When the VA issued the
proposals, the National Associa-
tion of Collegiate Veterans
called it “both heartless and
illogical, considering the booby
trap and land mine nature” of
the Vietnam War. The associa-
fion expressed gratitude
Wednesday over the President’s
intervention.

The VA has explained that
cutback, part of a planned %160
million savings by the agency
in the 1973-74 fiscal year, was
Not an economy move but was

prompted by advancemnis in
medical treatment and rehabili-
tation and changing job de-
mands.

One of the biggest cuts under
the VA’s revised rate schedule
for physical disabilities wounld
have applied to a veteran
whose leg was amputated at
the hip. This would have
dropped from a 90 per cent fo a
40 per cent disability, with a
monthly loss of $169 in benefits.

The collegiate veterans’ as.
soclation complained that most
such groups believed compensa-
tion should be increased —not
cut back —hecause of inflation
and the high unemployment
rate among disabled veterans.

“And any veteran having his
diszbility rating lowered bhelow
the 50 per cent level would lose
even more meoney because he

(See VETERANS, Pg. 2, Col. 3)

Viet Prisoners’ Banners Written in Own

QUANG TRI CITY, Vietnam
(UPI) ~ Communist prisoners,
being ferried across the river to
their  comrades, Wednesday
unfurled banners reading ‘“In-
dependence, Freedom and Vie-
tory” —some written in {heir
own blood —for their former
captors fo see.

A total of 175 Communist
POWs  all =ick or dizahled .
were released Wednesday at
Quang Tri City in the northern
part of South Vietnam. Some of

'I'RAVIS AFB, Calif. (UPI) —
After years of whistling “Cali-
fornia Here I Come™ in the
gloomy night of Communist
prisoner of war camps, they
came home Thursday nighi—20
freed prisoners of war who had
not seen their families for as
long as seven years.

They jogged down the ramp
or walked briskly, saluted, and
stepped onto a red carpel
spread on the tarmac.

The wife and teen-age daugh-
ter of Lt. Col. Allen Brunsirom,
Tacoma, Wash., leaped from

“their car and literally flew the

last few feet as they [ell into

his arms, The three of them
were oblivious to the eyes of
the  world watching their
unabashed joy beside the
droopy wings of the “Freedom

{See related stories on
Pages 3, 19)

Bird.” They embraced and
kissed one another for the nexi
15 seconds, then moved to a
waiting car and drove to the
airport lounge.

Next was Capt. Terry Gelo-
neck of Be ale AFB, Calif. He
and his wife—she weeping

without shame, he blinking
back tears and waving jovously
to the crowd—fell inta one
another’s arms at the same
spot where the Brunsiroms
emhbraced.

Lt. William Arcuri then came
down the ramp, limping
noticeably. When he spotted his
wife, he stood transfixed for a
moment and she fell into s
arms.

As they grabbed each others’
hands, Arcuri’s wedding ring
was lwisted off his finger. His
wife helped him quickly put it
back on.

Then the other six POWs

eed POWs in California

leaving the flight at Travis
came off the plane. A crowd of
800 persons cheered and waved
small American flags.

At Clark Air Base in the

Philippines, ancther planeload
of 20 POWs lifted off a few

hours later for the 10,000 mile
fiight to the Uniied States.

Eleven POWs remained
aboard the Ci1 which carried
them from the Philippines for a
trip to military hospifals nearer
their homes. Six of the POWs
who debarked here flew to

(See POWs, Page 2, Col. 6)
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Assembly Kills Liberal

Birth Control Measure

By LEE ADLER

Gazetie-Journal
Legislature Bureau

A hill which would permit
furnishing minors with birth
contrel information and devices
without parental consent was
killed Wednesday by the Assem-
bly Welfare Committee despite
the support of county and state
health agencies and two staie
medical societies.

The action also was against
the wishes of two unwed feen-
age mothers one of who told
the committee if the bill were
already law, “I wouldn’t be in
this predicament.”

The vprevailing arguments
were that AB-134 would ““drive
a legal wedge hetween parent
and child” and would foster sex-
ual promiscuity and, by exten-
sion, the moral deterioration of
society.

Supporters argued that in-
creased sexual activity among
youngsters is a fact of life, and
they are better off getting infor-
malion from responsible sources
than misinformation from their
friends.

They attacked the notion that
it would encourage promiscuity
or alienate parents and chil-
dren,

Sarzh Richert, coordinator of
the Washoe County TFamily
Planning Program, said most
of the young people who come
to see her were already sexual-
ly active and wanted informa-
tion as to “how to protect them-
selves against unwanted preg-
nancy.

“Most of them do not have
a relationship with their par-
ents which allows them to dis-
cuss the fact they they are hav-
ing sexual relations, and there-

them had been in prison for up
te a decade,

A number of them had been
scheduled for freedom a year
or more ago but at that time
North Vietnam refused to
accept them,

But Wednesday they headed
across the Thach Han River.

A flotilla of the boats used to
kuild pentoon bridges waiied ol
the river's edge, each boat
equipped with a 40 horsepower
outboard motor for the 200-yard

fore they cannot get their par-
ents to sign a consent form,”
she said.

“When parenis don't live up
to their responsibilities, then so-
ciety must assume them for
them,” added Donna Dixon, ex-
ecutive director of Planned Par-
enthood of Washoe County, Inc.

When asked about the moral

Dollar Holds Steady

implications of the bill, Mrs.
Richert repiied:

“I think we're talking about
information and  education.
Youngsters have to get thewr
morals from their parenis.”

“When these services become
available through law, it does
not mean that parents do not
have the prime responsibility

to educate their children in
these areas,” said Mrs. Glen
Christensen, president of the
Reno - Sparks Young Women’s
Christian Association board of
directors.

“It only means that minors
will have greater opportunities

{See BIRTH, Page 2, Col. 7)

In European Trading

BRUSSELS (UPI) — The
devalued dollar held steady
Wednesday as Europe’s money
markets reopened and specula-
tors cashed in a 6.2 per cent
profit on the currency crisis.

In West Germany, Belgium,
and the Netherlands, the dollar
rose 1 or 2 per cent above the
new parities set after Washing-
ton announced the devaluation
Monday. Officially the dollar
was devalued by 10 per cent,
but the figure on markets
Wednesday was closer to 8 or 9
per cent,

On the Tokyo exchange the
dollar dipped to 2 new low
Wednesday shortly after the
government floated the yen.
The Bank of Japan intervened
from the opening of the market
to keep the dollar at 271.10 ven,
a revaluation of 13.6 per cent.

For the FEuropean gamblers
the reopened markets meant a
quick 6.2 per cent profit—or
$66,000 on a $1,000,000 specula-
tion.

triv across the swift flowing
river.

Bul the boats were equipped
with  South  Vietnam’s red
striped gold flag and when the
Communist prisoners saw the
hanners, they refused to climb
aboard.

For 20 minutes, truce super-
visors and captors argued in
vaui. Tileh o Vier Cong oificer
was brought across from the
other side of the river to tell
them to disregard the govern-

Joint Commission to Distribute American Aid

North Vietnam Rebuilding Plan Unveiled

WASHINGTON (UPI} — The
United States and North Viet-
nam Wednesday announced
creation of a Joint Economic
Commission to channel Ameri-
can dollars” into rebuilding the
war-torn  Communist  nation
severcly damaged by American
air strikes.

The Indochina war enemies
also agreed to establish new
procedures {or locating men
missing in actior, throughout
the region.

A joint communique issued in
Washington and Hanoi following
four days of talks in Hanoni
between President Nixon’s
peace envoy, Henry A, Kissin-
ger, and North Vietnamese
leaders said.

“The two sides exchanged
views on the manner in which
the United States will contrib-
ute to healing the wounds of
war and to posi-war economic
reconstruction in North Viet-
nam"!

“They agreed {o establish a
DRVN-US. Joint Eeconomic
Commission. This Commission,
which will be composed of an
equal number of representa-
tivee {rom each side. will be
charged wuth the task of
developing the econommc rela-
tions between the Democratic
Republic of (North) Vietnam
and the United States.”

State Depariment officials
said they eavision the joint
comvmission as a conduit for

economic aid to all  four
Indochina states from the
Soviet Union, China, Japan and
Western Edrope as well as
from the United States. These
officinls envisioned 2 mwltilz*-
eral program, possibly coor-
dinated by the United Nations
or the World Bank.

The communique mentioned
onl; American aid, but the
wording may have been a
compromise  between  North
Vietnamese demands for “‘repa-

The speculators—whe range
from gamblers fo executives
seeking protection for corporate
funds—had sold dollars in
Germany, at the rate of 3.15
marks.

Wednesday they could buy
those dollars back at the price
of 2.955 marks—a 6.2 per cent
difference.

The wave of “hot dollars”
into Germany in the first two
weeks of February was a key
cause of the crisis and the
devaluation. The foreign minis-
ters of the nine European
Cornmon Market nations were
meeting in Brussels Wednesday
to discuss ways of controlling
this pressure,

In London specolation rocket-
ed the price of gold more than
£3 an ounce Wednesday to an
all-time high of $72.30 —a rise
of almost 12 per cent.

“This could be the start of z
major increase in gold prices
outstripping the devaluation of
the dollar,” one dealer said.

ment flags.

As the boats pulled away, the
prisoners stripped off their
maroon prison pajamas, san-
dals, bandages, slings, and
crutches and hurled them into
the river.

Some pulled out and dis-
played contraband banners they
had secretly made ai the Bien
Hoa prisen camp and hidden
under their bandages. They
read “Independence, Freedom
and Victory™ in neatly lettered

rattons” and a U.S. proposal
for humanitarian aid from
many givers.

No specific dollar figure was
indicated and any US. aid
vould  have to be
approved by Congress. Nor was
there any hint of restrictions on
the use of the money such as a
prohibition on rebuiiding mijli-
tary installations heavily dam-
aged by U.S. bombing, especialy
the intensified air strikes in the
final days of the war,
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Traditionally speculators buy
gold during a financial crisis
because the metal, on which
most currepncies are based, will
either hold or increase in value
during menetary fluctuations.

Another topic at the Common
Market meeting was the Italian
government’s decision to float
the lira and the effect this
would have on market policies.

The float violated a market
agreement to keep exchange
rates tightly linked as a step
loward a single European
currency. Market policies are
based on a complex series of-
compensations and levies and
rely on firm—not floating—
exchange rates,

Switzerland decided to contin-
ue floating its franc, postponing
a new exchange rate for the
dollar, Swiss banks offered far
less for the dollar than a rate

pegged to the 10 per cent
devaluation.

Vietnamese seript.

Others, who had no banners,
slashed their legs and used
their blood and bandages to
fashion a makeshift banner
during the five-minute boat
trip.

Viet Cong soldiers on the
opposite bank cheered and
applauded each arriving boat
Some of the welcoming party
waded out into the water and
lifted the prisoners from boats
and carried them to shora,

The statement said both sides
pledged that the Jan, 27 cease-
fire agrcement negotiated in
Paris by Kissinger and Hanoi’s
Le Due Tho would be adbercd
to “fully and scrupulously.”

Kissinger was in Hanoi from
Saturday through Tuesday. He
met for 19 hours with North
Vietnamese leaders, 14 with a
delegation headed by Premier
Pham Van Dong and five aloge
with Tho.
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